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Using Al To Develop Skills

By Edwin Hill, Sr. Professor, DeVry University

Artificial intelligence (Al) is transforming the world of education, offering new possibilities for personalized and adaptive learning. Al
can also help students learn new skills that are sought after in the 21st century, such as critical thinking, creativity, collaboration, and
communication. In this article, we will explore how Al can be used for learning new skills in a university environment, and what are
the benefits and challenges of this approach.

Al for skill development

Al can support skill development in various ways, such as providing feedback, guidance, and recommendations to learners, creating
engaging and interactive learning experiences, and facilitating peer-to-peer and mentor-mentee interactions. Some examples of Al
applications for skill development are:
« Al tutors: These are intelligent systems that can provide personalized and adaptive instruction, feedback, and scaffolding
to learners, based on their individual needs, preferences, and goals. Al tutors can also monitor learners’ progress and
performance, and adjust the difficulty and pace of the learning content accordingly.
+ Al assistants: These are conversational agents that can answer learners’ questions, provide hints and tips, and suggest relevant
resources and activities. Al assistants can also act as learning companions, motivating and encouraging learners, and fostering
a sense of social presence and belonging.
« Al mentors: These are intelligent systems that can connect learners with experts, mentors, and peers, who can offer advice,
guidance, and support. Al mentors can also facilitate collaborative learning, by creating groups of learners with similar
interests and goals, and providing tools for communication and coordination.

Benefits of Al for skill development

Al for skill development can offer several benefits to learners, educators, and institutions, such as:

« Enhancing learner autonomy and agency, by allowing learners to choose their own learning paths, goals, and strategies, and to
monitor and reflect on their own learning.

+ Improving learner engagement and motivation, by providing learners with immediate and personalized feedback, and by
creating immersive and gamified learning environments.

+ Increasing learner diversity and inclusion, by catering to different learning styles, preferences, and needs, and by reducing
barriers to access and participation.

« Enabling learner assessment and evaluation, by collecting and analyzing data on learners’ behaviors, actions, and outcomes,
and by providing insights and recommendations to learners and educators.

+ Empowering learner innovation and creativity, by exposing learners to new ideas, perspectives, and challenges, and by
providing them with tools and resources to create and share their own solutions.



Example Prompts

Whatever your area of interest, generative Al tools such as ChatGPT, CoPilot, Bard, Claude, and others can help you build your skills.
Here are some examples from the field of software development. Use these examples to build your own prompts related to your area
of study.
» Whatis a variable?
+ How do | get input from the user in Python?
+ Give me a simple input, process, output program for me to try on my own.
« Canyou quiz me with 5 questions on the use of loops in C#?
« Canyou help me debug this program?
numl = input(“Enter the first number: «)
num?2 = input(“Enter the second number: )
sum =numl+num2
print(“The sumis “, sum)
« What are some questions | might be asked in a job interview for a junior developer position?
« How much do junior software developers make in Miami?

Conclusion

Al can be a powerful tool for learning new skills in a university environment. Al can complement and enhance human learning,
but it cannot replace it. Therefore, learners, educators, and institutions need to work together to harness the potential of Al for
skill development, while also addressing the responsible and ethical use of Al tools.
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