
The Dance of Intelligence: AI vs. 
Human Insight (HI)
by Mohamed Brihoum, Sr. Professor, DeVry University

In a world rapidly shaped by advancements in technology, the dialogue between Artificial Intelligence (AI) and Human Intelligence 
(HI) grows ever more fascinating. As we stand on the brink of this technological renaissance, it’s crucial to dive deeper into what sets 
AI and HI apart, not to compete but to complement.

Learning
AI: AI systems, particularly those based on machine learning, learn from large datasets. They improve their performance as they 
process more data, identifying patterns and making predictions based on statistical analysis. However, AI’s learning is confined to the 
scope of data it has been trained on and the specific algorithms it employs.

HI: Human learning is far more complex and nuanced, involving not just the absorption and processing of information but also the 
ability to understand abstract concepts, context, and the interplay of different knowledge areas. Humans learn from a variety of 
inputs, including experiences, emotions, and social interactions, which are not purely data driven.

Problem-Solving
AI: AI can excel at solving specific types of problems, especially those that are well-defined and have clear parameters, such as chess 
or certain mathematical computations. It can process vast amounts of information quickly and identify patterns that might not be 
immediately apparent to humans.

HI: Human problem-solving incorporates intuition, creativity, and the ability to consider a wide range of factors, including those that 
might not be quantifiable. Humans can think abstractly and approach problems from multiple directions, often leading to innovative 
solutions that AI might not arrive at.

Adaptability
AI: While AI can adapt to new data to a certain extent, its adaptability is generally limited to its programmed parameters. It struggles 
with tasks that require understanding of novel contexts or applying learned knowledge in fundamentally different ways.

HI: Humans are highly adaptable, capable of applying learned knowledge to a wide variety of new and unexpected situations. This 
adaptability is rooted in our ability to understand context, draw from diverse experiences, and use abstract thinking.
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Creativity
AI: AI has demonstrated the ability to generate new content, such as artwork, music, and even novel text. However, AI’s creativity 
is derived from patterns in the data it has been trained on, and it lacks the intrinsic motivation or emotional depth that often 
characterizes human creativity.

HI: Human creativity is deeply tied to emotions, personal experiences, and subjective interpretations of the world. Humans can 
imagine entirely new concepts, dream, and innovate, pushing the boundaries of what is known or thought possible.

Emotional Intelligence
AI: AI systems can simulate responses that mimic emotional intelligence, such as chatbots designed to provide empathetic 
responses. However, AI does not possess true emotions or empathy; its responses are based on algorithms designed to replicate 
human-like interactions.

HI: Emotional intelligence is a hallmark of human intelligence, encompassing the ability to recognize, understand, and manage our 
own emotions and those of others. This enables deep social connections and the ability to navigate complex social landscapes.

Conclusion 
Imagine leveraging AI to optimize food distribution, reduce waste, forecast conflicts before they escalate, and significantly 
lower pollution through smart, sustainable solutions. At DeVry, we are committed to integrating AI into our renewable courses, 
showcasing the pivotal role it can play in advancing sustainability and reducing our carbon footprint. Through education and 
innovation, we aim to empower our students to harness the power of AI in creating greener, more sustainable futures. This is 
not just about technological advancement; it’s about equipping the next generation with the tools and knowledge to tackle the 
most pressing challenges of our time, head-on.


